Intestinal atresia and stenosis: a review comparing its etiopathogenesis.
Two theories were proposed originally to describe the development of congenital intestinal atresia. The theory of imperfect recanalization, the theory of vascular insufficiency, and studies which have been performed to validate each of these theories were reviewed. Specific causes of the development of vascular insufficiencies in different species were reviewed if literature was available. In utero vascular accidents have been incriminated as the major cause of congenital intestinal atresia distal to the duodenum. There was relatively little evidence to show that intestinal atresia is inherited in any species. Duodenal atresia may be caused by either an embryologic defect for which there is some evidence of inheritance or by a vascular accident. The pathogenic mechanism for intestinal atresia may be similar in most species.